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THE OLD STONE CHURCH

DECEMBER 7, 2025

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT WITH COMMUNION
10 AM Sanctuary Worship

WE GATHER IN THE GRACE OF GOD

PRELUDE Canticle of the Turning Rory Cooney
WELCOME Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams
INTROIT View the Present through the Promise Francis Jackson

View the present through the promise, Christ comes again.
Trust despite the deepening darkness, Christ comes again.
Lift the world above it's grieving through your watching and believing.
In the hope past hope's conceiving: Christ comes again.

* Those who are able are requested to stand Please silence all electronic devices.



* CALL TO WORSHIP

Welcome to this service of prayer and praise.

Rejoice together, people of God.
We anticipate the coming of God's chosen one,
who brings hope to the meek of the earth.

The promises of God are for all humankind,

Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, slave and free.
We are called to live in harmony,
even with those who appear to be enemies.

We shall be judged, not by our connections,

but by our commitment to God's purposes.
We draw near for instruction and encouragement,
to be girded with righteousness and faithfulness.

*INVOCATION PRAYER
God, whom we revere and in whom we hope,
awaken all our senses to the meaning of Christ's coming.
Baptize us with the Holy Spirit
and with fire that we may be alert to opportunities
for faithful witness and deeds of service.
We would welcome one another
in this service of worship as Christ has welcomed us.
Grant us your joy and peace as we learn and serve together.
Amen.

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING The Baron/Knapp Families
O God, we light the second candle of Advent.
We seek your comfort. Both mighty and tender, you come.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you.
Isaiah announced God’s coming
to a people exiled in a broken and parched wilderness.
He declared that God’s redemption would make a highway in the desert
and change the rough places into plain.
God would come as a shepherd—feeding, leading, and cradling the weary flock.
This Advent, we seek such a God.

Saving God, look upon your world and heal your land and your people.
Prepare us to be changed.

This Advent, teach us to be tender and just, as you are.

Amen.



Cantor:

Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of night;
Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; Come to us, O Christ the Light.

Congregation:

Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of night;
Bear within us Wisdom'’s glory; Come to us, O Christ the Light.
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* CALL TO CONFESSION Peggie Willett

Out of the myriad cries of this season

comes one that few hear and even fewer heed:

"Repent, for God's realm is at hand."

In moments of silence,

ponder which of these written petitions applies to you.
Then let each of us pray those parts of the prayer

that we can utter in sincere penitence.

Let us join our voices in the corporate prayer of confession,
followed by time for silent personal confession.

Thus, we pray:

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Awesome God,
whom we have ignored amid the world's pretensions,
we confess that we have been impressed by appearances and power.
We divide people into classes and categories
and choose to associate with those who seem most likely to benefit us.
Accumulation of things has been more important to us
than wisdom and understanding.
(moment of silent confession)

* KYRIE #90 WAIT FOR THE LORD
Cantor:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!
Congregation:

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!

* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
We cannot presume on God's favor

because we have been faithfully religious.
But honest sorrow over the way we have treated others
and failed to live up to God's purposes is met with understanding, forgiveness,
and the opportunity to make a new start.
Let all people praise God and bear fruit that benefits repentance.
Thanks be to God.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer a sign of peace to one another.



* GLORIA #582

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION

Please be seated.

One way we prepare for Christ’s appearance

is to support the church’s mission in our community and beyond.

Our church’s programs share good news,

our outreach provides comfort and practical help,

and our goals are nothing less than newness of life for all God’s children.
May our gifts reflect God’s generosity.

The offering will now be received.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY O Radiant Dawn James MacMillan

O Radiant Dawn, Splendour of eternal Light, Sun of Justice:
come, shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.
Isaiah had prophesied,
the people who walked in darkness have seen the great light
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.
Amen.

*DOXOLOGY #82 Verse 1 HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

* OFFERTORY PRAYER Peggie Willett

Let us join our voices in prayer:

With these offerings we move beyond words to deeds, O God.
We share good news and seek the peace you alone can give.
We express our faith in your goodness

and in the witness our church can make in a needy world.

May these gifts be wheat and not chaff in the realm of heaven.
Amen.

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE Grant Us Lord STUTTGART

Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living we may offer unto thee. Amen.
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Let us pray together:

Your word, Holy God, was written for our instruction.
By your Holy Spirit open our ears

and fill us with the mysteries of your ancient love;
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

THE READINGS

Tanach Isaiah 11:1-10 (Inclusive Bible)

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; from Jesse’s roots, a branch will
blossom: The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you—a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and reverence for YHWH.

You will delight in obeying YHWH, and you won’t judge by appearances, or make
decisions by hearsay.

You will treat poor people with fairness and will uphold the rights of the land’s
downtrodden. With a single word you will strike down tyrants; with your decrees
you will execute evil people.

Justice will be the belt around your waist—faithfulness will gird you up.

Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young
goat; the calf and the lion cub will graze together, and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear; their young will lie down together.

The lion will eat hay like the ox. The baby will play next to the den of the cobra,
and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest.

There will be no harm, no destruction anywhere in my holy mountain;

for as a water fills the sea, so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH.

On that Day, the Root of Jesse will serve as a symbol to the peoples of the world—
nations will flock to you, and your home will be a place of honor.

The Holy Spirit has a word for each of us today.
With God'’s help we are listening.



Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 (Inclusive Bible)

At this time John the Baptizer appeared in the desert of Judea, proclaiming,
“Change your hearts and minds, for the reign of heaven is about to break in upon
you!”

It was John that the prophet Isaiah described when he said,

“A herald’s voice cries in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of our God,

make straight the paths of God!"”

John was clothed in a garment of camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his
waist. Grasshoppers and wild honey were his food. At that time, Jerusalem, all
Judea and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him.

John baptized them in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.

When he saw that many of the Pharisees and Sadducees were coming to be
baptized, John said to them, “You pack of snakes! Who told you to flee from the
coming wrath? Give some evidence that you mean to reform! And don’t pride
yourselves on the claim, ‘Sarah and Abraham are our parents.’ | tell you, God can
raise children for Sarah and Abraham from these very stones!

Even now the ax is laid to the root of the tree. Every tree that is not fruitful will be
cut down and thrown into the fire. | will baptize you in water if you have a change
of heart, but the One who will follow me is more powerful than I. ’'m not fit even to
untie the sandals of the Coming One! That One will baptize you in the Holy Spirit
and fire, whose winnowing-fan will clear the threshing floor. The grain will be
gathered into the barn, but the chaff will be burned in unquenchable fire.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams
“Change Your Hearts and Minds —The Peaceable Kindom”




WE RESPOND IN LOVE AND FAITH

*HYMN #92 While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING
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This simple and meditative Advent hymn is so uncomplicated in both text and tune that it can be learned
quickly and sung without reference to a book, which might make it effective as a prayer response. It would

also lend itself to improvised stanzas on appropriate occasions.

TEXT: Claire Cloninger, 1986
MUSIC: Don Cason, 1986

Text and Music © 1986 Word Music, LLC

WAITING (Cason)
SM



* INVITATION TO THE MEAL

This is the joyful feast of the People of God.

Men and women, youth and children, come from the east and the west,

the north and the south and gather about Christ’s table.

This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ

and to share in the community of God’s people.

It is not my table, it is not Old Stone First Presbyterian Church’s table,

it is the table of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and all are welcome to receive.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe.
The earth is full of your knowledge and glory.
You made all creatures to live in peace and safety,
and sent a little child to lead us.

In the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to be our Immanuel.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels,
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,

and with all the faithful of every time and place

who forever sing to the glory of your name:
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You are holy, O God of majesty,

and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Baptized by John, Christ came to deliver us from sin,
and to pour out the Holy Spirit upon your church.

By our faith in Christ, we have the hope of eternal life.

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread

and this fruit of the vine

and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising,

as we await the day of his coming.

With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.
Great is the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died; Christ is ris-en;  Christ will come a - gain
(Please be seated)

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his arrest,
Jesus gathered around table with his companions.
He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said,

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha’olam
hamotzi lekhem min ha’aretz.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,
who brings forth bread from the earth.

“This is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
He did the same with the cup after the supper, saying,

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha’olam
borei p’ri hagafen.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,
who creates the fruit of the vine.

“This is the new covenant sealed in my blood.
Whenever you drink of it, do this in remembrance of me.”

10



PRAYER FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon these your gifts of bread and the fruit of the vine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless

may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, unite us with Christ

and with your church in all the world.

Teach us to pray night and day

that we may see you face to face.
Strengthen us in holiness, faithfulness,
joy, and love so that we may be ready
at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We pray for all in need of healing,
whether it be in body, mind, or spirit...

Regina George, Katherine MclIntosh, Thelma Omsby, Kendalle Cobb,
Bart Alcorn, Gail Harris, Fletcher Hattis, Addie Singleton,

Jean Rundlett, Gail, Debbie Carrick, Sandy Colombo,

Barbara Yoost, Charles Rabb, Renita Jackson-Dix, Eileen Kelly,

Tony and Annie Carlos, Marlon Naylor, Courtney Knapp, Mark Corey,
Bruce Baunach, JoAnn Hood, Judy and Frank Macuga, the Adams family
We pray for the repose of the soul of Phyllis Adams,

may her memory be a blessing.

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
let us pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Fill us with wisdom and understanding,

knowledge and power,

and grant that we may live in harmony with one another
as we await the coming of the kingdom of heaven.

11



Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.
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SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

The body of Christ,
the bread of life.

The lifeblood of Christ,
the cup of blessing.

The gifts of God for the people of God,
Thanks be to God!

Please partake of the elements as you receive them,
and then place the cup back into the tray.

You may then light a candle in petition of prayer

or in remembrance.

Take this bread, share the fruit of the vine.
In these Christ comes to us with love from God.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Starting from the back of the sanctuary
you are invited to come forward at this time.

COMMUNION ANTHEM God So Loved the World Bob Chilcott

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
O God, through this bread and this cup,

you have made us one with You

and with each other.

May the unity we find at this table

be a gift we carry out into Your world.
May this unity empower us

to make room for all of God’s people.
Amen.
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*HYMN #163 Wild and Lone the Prophet's Voice ABERYSTWYTH
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While all four gospels identify John the Baptist with the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3, this text (well set to a

vigorous Welsh tune) draws on the report of his preaching in Matthew 3:1-12. The final lines recall that he
was the first to name Jesus “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29, 36).

L L

—

TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1985 ABERYSTWYTH
MUSIC: Joseph Parry, 1876 7.7.7.7.D
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
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* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing.
How good it is to visit God's holy mountain,
to have this time apart from our busy world.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
may you abound in hope.
How good it is to return to our busy world,
filled with new expectation and renewed capacity to share.
May the One whom the nations seek
visit you in your home and work and leisure.
May we bear good fruit among all people
and live in harmony with our sisters and brothers.

*CHORAL RESPONSE Amen Roland M. Carter

POSTLUDE Creator of the Stars of Night arr. Evan M. Collins

“My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Psalm 73:26

2»

We continue to keep in our prayers:

Regina George, Katherine Mclntosh, Thelma Omsby, Kendalle Cobb,
Bart Alcorn, Gail Harris, Fletcher Hattis, Addie Singleton,
Jean Rundlett, Gail, Debbie Carrick, Sandy Colombo,

Barbara Yoost, Charles Rabb, Renita Jackson-Dix, Eileen Kelly, Tony and Annie Carlos,
Marlon Naylor, Courtney Knapp, Mark Corey, Bruce Baunach, JoAnn Hood,
Judy and Frank Macuga, the Adams family
We pray for the repose of the soul of Phyllis Adams,
may her memory be a blessing.

We pray for those struggling with illness, convalescing, homebound or in need.
Names are generally removed after four weeks unless there is a continuing need.

14



B TR R AT WA VB 180 &

I}

'CHURCH!

B8 Wednesdays at 12:15 PM please join us in the Sanctuary for a
I-I-i - Mid-Week Communion Service.

@ First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland

Sunday December 7 Advent Il

10:00AM Worship with Communion/Sanctuary
1:00PM Messiah/Sanctuary

1:00PM Browns/Titans/Huntington Bank Field
Tuesday December 9

12:15PM Old Stone Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday December 10

11AM-2PM Open Doors/Sanctuary

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary
Thursday December 11

2:00PM Worship Committee Meeting/Zoom
Sunday December 14 Advent Il

10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

11:30AM Communion/Chapel

11:30AM Special Called Congregational Meeting/Sanctuary
11:15AM MUW Committee Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
Tuesday December 16

12:15PM Old Stone Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
6:30PM Stated Session Meeting/Z00M

7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday December 17

11AM-2PM Open Doors/Sanctuary

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary
Thursday December 18

7:00PM FPS Directors Meeting/Conference Room
Sunday December 21 Advent IV

10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

11:30AM Communion/Chapel

11:30AM Christmas Eve Run Through/Sanctuary
1:00PM Browns/Bills/Huntington Bank Field
6:00PM Blue Christmas Service/Chapel

Tuesday December 23

12:15PM Old Stone Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday December 24 Christmas Eve

5:00PM Christmas Eve Service/Sanctuary

7:00PM Christmas Eve Service/Sanctuary
Thursday December 25 Christmas Day

10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

Friday December 26 Christmas Holiday

FIRST PRESBITERIAN - Building and Offices Closed

Last Sunday Attendance In-Person:70 Online:239
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There are many ways to support The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland
Online Giving: Mobile Giving:
@

oldstonechurch.org/giving/ Text the keyword “oldstonecle” to 73256 '_ of TL)"‘
-'
Mail to: Scan the QR Code with your phone. i < o7
The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland ','[‘-j ‘ S%.RI 9 A :.,"
Attn: Financial Office 19 gt
1380 Ontario Street J [ - E': '
Cleveland, OH 44113 O}

Checks should be made payable to “The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland.”
All contributions are tax-deductible and will be appropriately acknowledged at year-end.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CLEVELAND
LOVING CHRIST, SERVING CITY—SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY—SINCE 1820

91 Public Square, Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2058
Phone: 216-241-6145 Fax: 216-241-6149

Website: www.OldStoneChurch.org E-Mail: info@OldStoneChurch.org
Music copied under ccli#1638695
onelicense#A-742406

Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams
Parish Associate: Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
Minister of Music: Evan M. Collins

The Old Stone Singers

Leah Jennings Brown, soprano lan Atwood, tenor
Kaya Sparks, soprano Stephen Brown, tenor
Val Sibila, soprano Noah Whitaker, tenor
Rayna Brooks, alto R. Dominic Aragon, bass
Reese Henrick, alto Christopher Clark, bass
Morgan Potts, alto Albert Donze, bass

Church Elders:
Clerk of Session: Beth Buchanan

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Dorothy Baunach Beth Buchanan Michelle Baron
Willie Brown Judy Macuga Bernard Medie
David Eifert Melissa Maffia Bob Reid
Dave Finley Harriet Niles
Robert Hubert Jr. Marty Vassel

Church Deacons:

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027

Valorie Hempstead Mark Corey Anand Bandari
Eileen Kelly Forrest Diehl Eric Grattan

Elie Medie Pam Daly Sunny Kunche

Mark Pichler Ruth Finley Amy Wheeler

Alyssa Niepokny John Wheeler

Charlene Thornton

By entering The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Your entry constitutes your consent to such
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in any media for
The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland. Thank you.

16


https://oldstonechurch.org/giving/

