THE OLD STONE CHURCH

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10AM Sanctuary Worship

WE GATHER IN THE GRACE OF GOD

PRELUDE Rorate Caeli Jean Demessieux

WELCOME Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams

INTROIT View the Present through the Promise Francis Jackson

View the present through the promise, Christ comes again
Trust despite the deepening darkness, Christ comes again
Lift the world above it's grieving through your watching and believing
In the hope past hope's conceiving: Christ comes again.

* Those who are able are requested to stand Please silence all electronic devices.



* CALL TO WORSHIP
Wake up, people of God!
Our salvation is near!
We have been asleep and did not know it.
Christ comes to awaken all our potential.
God's law of love summons us away
from actions that hurt and destroy.
We seek to know the ways of God
and to walk in the light where Christ leads.
Let us enter this season of preparation,
expecting to be changed as we worship and serve.
We will watch and ready ourselves
for the coming of One whom God sends.

*INVOCATION PRAYER
Let us pray together:
Great God,
whom our spiritual ancestors worshiped on the mountain,
lift us up in anticipation of Christ's advent among us.
Grant us the vision to see beyond ourselves
and to view all humankind as neighbors.
Help us to be honest, generous, and merciful in all our relationships.
We would attune ourselves to matters of the Spirit
so we will be ready for Christ's coming.
To that end, bless our worship today, in Jesus' name.
Amen.

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING Ingrid & Marlon Naylor
O God, we light the first candle of Advent.
We kindle it with hope.
We long for you to come to our world,
to break through and reign with compassion, justice, and peace.
The prophet Isaiah also cried to God to tear open heaven and come down.
He called God’s people to do right.
Isaiah called them to be refashioned like clay by God, the potter.
This Advent, we call out to God.

Mighty God, creator of the world,

break through all that keeps us from you.

We ask for your mercy and reform us in your image.

This Advent, visit us with your justice, love, and peace. Amen.

2 Hearing loop installed. Switch hearing aid to T-coil



Cantor:

Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of night;

Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; Come to us, O Christ the Light.
Congregation sings:

Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of night;

*HYMN #88

Bear within us Wisdom'’s glory; Come to us, O Christ the Light.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Verses 1, 2 and 6
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VENI EMMANUEL

5 O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

6 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
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* CALL TO CONFESSION Sushma Sodadasi

People of faith recognize a purpose in life that points to God's law.
Though far beyond our comprehension,

it was summed up by Jesus in the love of neighbor.

Human violation of God's intention brings us to our knees

in search of a Savior.

Let us confess our sin.

Let us join our voices in the corporate prayer of confession,
followed by time for silent personal confession.

Thus, we pray:

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of peace,
we have lifted up swords against our enemies
and violated the trust of our sisters and brothers.
We have used people for our own ends
and misused the riches of your grace in destructive ways
that threaten our well-being and that of others.
We are not ready for you to visit us and call us to account.
O God, we would cast off the works of night
and live anew in the light of your day.
Decide for us, not against us, we pray,
as we ask your forgiveness and seek to put on Christ,
in whose name we pray.
(moment of silent confession)

* KYRIE ELEISON #90 WAIT FOR THE LORD
Cantor
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!
Congregation

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!

* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Our only debt is to love.
God lifts the terrible burden of our sin so we can walk in newness of life.
Christ goes with us, transforming time, and making us whole.
Let us be alert and teachable as we dwell in God's light!
Thanks be to God.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer a sign of peace to one another.



* GLORIA #582

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
Amen.
OFFERTORY INVITATION
Please be seated.
We are stewards of God’s household,
managers of the earth’s treasures for a little while.
This time of offering gives us opportunities to invest in causes
consistent with God’s will for us,
to offer the light of God’s love to sisters and brothers living in despair.
Let us not rob God by withholding what is already God’s own.
The offering will now be received.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Canite Tuba (Second Part) Giovanni Palestrina

Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above
And let the skies pour down righteousness
Let the earth open and bring forth the Savior .
Show us thy mercy, O Lord,

And grant us thy salvation:

Come, O Lord, and do not Delay. Alleluia.

*DOXOLOGY #82 Verse 1 HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

* OFFERTORY PRAYER Sushma Sodadasi
Let us join our voices in prayer:
Eternal God,
whose gift of love we can never repay,
we offer these symbols of our gratitude.
May they equip our church to minister more alertly
and lovingly in this community and beyond.
Amen.

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE Grant Us Lord STUTTGART
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living we may offer unto thee. Amen.


https://www.oldstonechurch.org/giving/

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

O God of our people

and Lord of every nation,

let your Word ring out from the mountains
and your Spirit shine forth in the earth,

so that all may hear your teaching

and all may do your will;

through Jesus Christ our peace. Amen.

THE READINGS

Tanach Isaiah 2:1-5 (Inclusive Bible)

This is what Isaiah be-Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

In the last days, the mountain of YHWH’s Temple will be established as the most im-
portant mountain and raised above all other hills—all nations will stream toward it.
Many people will come and say: “Come, let us climb YHWH’s mountain to the
Temple of the God of Jacob, that we may be instructed in God’s ways and walk in
God’s paths.”

Instruction will be given from Zion and the word of YHWH from Jerusalem. God will
judge between the nations and render decisions for many countries. They will beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation will
not raise sword against another, and never again will they train for war.

O house of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of YHWH!

The Holy Spirit has a word for each of us today.
With God’s help we are listening.



Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 (Inclusive Bible)

“No one knows that day and hour—not the angels of heaven, nor even the Only
Begotten One—only Abba God.

The coming of the Promised One will be just like Noah’s time. In the days before
the flood, people were eating and drinking, having relationships and getting
married, right up to the day Noah entered the ark. They were totally unconcerned
until the flood came and destroyed them. So it will be at the coming of the Promised
One. Two people will be out in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.

Two people will be grinding meal; one will be taken and one will be left.

Therefore be vigilant! For you don’t know the day your Savior is coming.

Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known when the thief was coming,
the owner would have kept a watchful eye and not allowed the house to be broken
into. You must be prepared in the same way. The Promised one is coming at a time
you least expect.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams
“Wake up, People of God!”




THE APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand

of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES, PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
We ask all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.



*HYMN #102 Savior of the Nations, Come
NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND
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Though some hymns attributed to Ambrose are doubtful, this one seems rather surely to be by him. Luther’s
German version (commemorated in the tune name) dropped one syllable from each line of the Latin text,
giving the hymn its characteristically declarative Lutheran form.

TEXT: Attr. Ambrose of Milan, 4th cent.; German para. Martin Luther, 1523; NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND
English trans. stanza 1, William Morton Reynolds, 1850, alt.; 7.7.7.7
English trans. stanzas 2—4, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006

MUSIC: Erfurt Enchiridion, 1524; harm. Sethus Calvisius, 1594

English Trans. St. 2-4 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress



* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Be watchful and compassionate in these days of Advent;
God meets us in both friend and stranger.
We will be alert to Christ's presence within us
and in unexpected places and people.
God's love in Christ knows no limits;
it summons us to extend ourselves in new ways.
We hear Christ's call to love our neighbors
and do no wrong to them.
God's love in Christ is poured out on every one of us,
inviting us to appreciate our own worth.
We will walk in the ways of God,
rejoicing that God cares for us.
Go in peace. Be peacemakers.
Live fully, in the present moment, as if it were your last.

* CHORAL RESPONSE Amen Roland M. Carter

POSTLUDE Improvisation on Picardy Evan M. Collins

“My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

Psalm 73:26

We continue to keep in our prayers:

Regina George, Traci, Bernie, Katherine Mclntosh, Thelma Omsby, Kendalle Cobb,
Bart Alcorn, Gail Harris, Fletcher Hattis, Phyllis Adams, Addie Singleton,
Lewis, R. Johnson, Jean Rundlett, Gail, Debbie Carrick,
Barbara Yoost, Charles Rabb, Renita Jackson-Dix, Eileen Kelly, Tony and Annie Carlos,
Marlon Naylor, Courtney Knapp, Mark Corey, Bruce Baunach, JoAnn Hood,
Judy and Frank Macuga, the Jackson-Dix family, the Gollmer family

We pray for those struggling with iliness, convalescing, homebound or in need.
Names are generally removed after four weeks unless there is a continuing need.
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B Please join us for Communion following the service this morning
- in the Chapel.

g Wednesdays at 12:15 PM please join us in the Sanctuary for a
Mid-Week Communion Service.

Gift packages are due back next

FRONT STEPS Sunday December 7, 2025
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

@ First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland

Sunday November 30 Advent 1

10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

11:30AM Communion/Chapel

1:00PM Browns/49ers/Huntington Bank Field

Tuesday December 2

12:15PM Old Stone Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday December 3

11AM-2PM Open Doors/Sanctuary

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary

6:00PM Welcome & Fellowship Committee Meeting/ZOOM
Sunday December 7 Advent Il

10:00AM Worship with Communion/Sanctuary

1:00PM Messiah Program/Sanctuary

1:00PM Browns/Titans/Huntington Bank Field

Tuesday December 9

12:15PM Old Stone Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday December 10

11AM-2PM Open Doors/Sanctuary

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary

Thursday December 11

2:00PM Worship Committee Meeting/Zoom

Sunday December 14 Advent Il

10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

11:30AM Communion/Chapel

11:30AM Special Called Congregational Meeting/Sanctuary
11:15AM MUW Committee Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
Tuesday December 16

12:15PM Old Stone Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
6:30PM Stated Session Meeting/ZO0OM

7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday December 17

11AM-2PM Open Doors/Sanctuary

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary

Thursday December 18

7:00PM FPS Directors Meeting/Conference Room

Last Sunday Attendance In-Person:68 Online:230
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There are many ways to support The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland

Online Giving: Mobile Giving: @ %;_"l‘.‘;’ @
/4

oldstonechurch.org/giving/ Text the keyword “oldstonecle” to 73256 S

Mail to: Scan the QR Code with your phone.
The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland
Attn: Financial Office
91 Public Square
Cleveland, OH 44113
Checks should be made payable to “The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland”
All contributions are tax-deductible and will be appropriately acknowledged at year-end.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CLEVELAND
LOVING CHRIST, SERVING CITY—SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY—SINCE 1820
91 Public Square, Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2058
Phone: 216-241-6145 Fax: 216-241-6149

Website: www.OldStoneChurch.org E-Mail: info@OldStoneChurch.org
Music copied under ccli#1638695
onelicense#A-742406

Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams
Parish Associate: Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
Minister of Music: Evan M. Collins

The Old Stone Singers

Leah Jennings Brown, soprano lan Atwood, tenor
Kaya Sparks, soprano Stephen Brown, tenor
Val Sibila, soprano Noah Whitaker, tenor
Rayna Brooks, alto R. Dominic Aragon, bass
Reese Henrick, alto Christopher Clark, bass
Morgan Potts, alto Albert Donze, bass

Church Elders:
Clerk of Session: Beth Buchanan

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Dorothy Baunach Beth Buchanan Michelle Baron
Willie Brown Judy Macuga Bernard Medie
David Eifert Melissa Maffia Bob Reid
Dave Finley Harriet Niles
Robert Hubert Jr. Marty Vassel
Church Deacons:
Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Valorie Hempstead Mark Corey Anand Bandari
Eileen Kelly Forrest Diehl Eric Grattan
Elie Medie Pam Daly Sunny Kunche
Mark Pichler Ruth Finley Amy Wheeler
Alyssa Niepokny John Wheeler

Charlene Thornton

By entering The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Your entry constitutes your consent to such
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in any media for
The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland. Thank you.
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